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THE RESIDENCE OF PRINCE 
FAISAL BIN SATTAM 

ABDULAZIZ AL SAUD 
“The formal sitting room in the 

palace is made up of original vintage 
pieces, family antiques and furniture 

designed by Christopher Hall 
specifically  for the room.”

Photographed for AD Middle East
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alent is described as a gift, something that naturally occurs in a 
number of lucky people. But striving for perfection and always  
endeavouring to improve is not a godsend. Mark Luscombe-Whyte is 
one example of this dichotomy: one of the world's best interior and 
travel photographers, his path has been self-made and full  
of  adventures. “It is the only job that I have ever wanted to do,” he 

says. “I want to capture beauty and composition in interiors, and humanity and soul 
through portraiture.”

Born in the UK in 1962, he was drawn to his passion at an early age. “My father was a 
keen amateur photographer, but his cameras were off limits,” Luscombe-Whyte recalls. 
“So the moment he was out of the house, I would pick them up and play with them.” He 
left school at the age of 16, following a dream of travelling to Greece, Australia and Spain 
to learn to see through a lens. After five years abroad, he started his career in his country 
of origin, assisting photographers Terry O’Neill and David Tack. Ever since, Luscombe-
Whyte—who now calls both London and the south of France home—has continued to 
travel, mainly in the Middle East and India. 

His love story with the region dates back more than 30 years. “I started working in the 
Middle East in my 20s, living out of the back of a Land Rover in Egypt and the Sinai  
desert, and taking pictures with a 5-by-4 plate camera,” he says. Two decades ago, he 
travelled around Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria shooting images for Momo’s Cookbook 
for the Algerian restaurateur Mourad Mazouz. It was then he met his wife—this  
fortunate meeting undoubtedly strengthening his ties to the Middle East. 

A commission for the inaugural edition of Elle Decoration UK led to the world of  
interiors. He began shooting extraordinary homes and dream hotels all over the globe for 
design, architecture and travel magazines. “As my work progressed and I moved into  
interiors and architectural landmarks, it was the combination of colour and geometric  
patterns that I grew to love," explains Luscombe-Whyte. 

A storied photographer, he has snapped some of the region’s most incredible sights, 
including the sublime palace of Prince Faisal Bin Sattam Abdulaziz Al Saud in Riyadh, 
which was designed by Christopher Hall. “But 
the one that sticks in my mind is the Sheikh 
Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi,” he says. 
“The image made the cover of the first issue of 
AD Middle East. The combination of the scale 
and the materials used to build the mosque, as 
well as the craftsmanship and engineering  
behind it really impressed me.”

Luscombe-Whyte, who held an exhibition of 
his award-winning work at Abu Dhabi’s The 
Galleria in collaboration with AD Middle East 
last year, is continuously honing his craft. A few 
years ago, he discovered the wet plate collodion 
process that was invented in 1851, a process 
which he says “completely reinvigorated both 
my commercial and personal work. Now I 
dream of coming to the UAE and shooting  
people and architecture using this process for a 
book and exhibitions.”

HASSAN II MOSQUE, 
CASABLANCA, MOROCCO, 2001

“Built on an epic scale across a spur of 
reclaimed land jutting out into the 

Atlantic, the Hassan II Mosque was 
completed in 1993 and paid for by public 

subscription. It is a triumph of 
contemporary Moroccan craftsmanship 
with its gleaming polished marble floors, 

vast atrium, towering minaret and a 
retractable roof. The project played a 

major part in the current renaissance of 
Moroccan craftsmanship.”



THE SHEIKH ZAYED GRAND 
MOSQUE, ABU DHABI, 2015
“Arcades in the main prayer hall are 
lined with 96 columns clad in marble 
inlaid with mother-of-pearl. The 
mosque is a living work of  
art enlightened by 21st  
century engineering.”
Photographed for AD Middle East

THE SHEIKH ZAYED GRAND MOSQUE, ABU DHABI, 2015 “The mosque was commissioned by Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan and 
was completed in 2007. It is the largest mosque in the UAE and has become one of Abu Dhabi’s iconic landmarks. Minarets soaring 107 metres mark all 

four corners of the courtyard.” 

“The scale of the mosque, as well as the 
craftsmanship and engineering behind it  

really impressed me”
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Mark 
Luscombe-

Whyte’s love 
story with the 

region dates 
back more than 

30 years

DARAWA CAMEL MARKET, 
EGYPT, 1998
“I spent a winter in Egypt with a 
friend and while I was there, I heard of 
a place called the Darawa Camel 
Market, or Souq al-Gimmal. The 
photograph is of a Nubian camel 
trader who has just purchased the two 
young camels. They are bought from 
Sudan on the 40-day trail, one of the 
few remaining camel trails. This 
photograph was taken at dawn on 
New Year’s Day.”
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THE MOSQUE OF TINMEL, ATLAS 
MOUNTAINS, MOROCCO, 2001

“In AD 1154, Abd Al Mu'min, the first Almohad 
king, had a Friday mosque built in the village of 

Tinmel, the final resting place of the dynasty's 
spiritual guide. This small mosque consists of a 

courtyard with two galleries and a nine-nave 
prayer room. The cupolas of the mihrab and the 

side corners are covered with muqarnas, some of 
the oldest in the Muslim West. The mosque 

continued to be venerated after it fell into ruin, and 
was recently restored, making extensive use of the 

original building materials.”

SPIRAL STAIRCASE, CASABLANCA, 2001
 “A curving stone staircase in Casablanca’s Hotel de Ville, or Wilya, built in the 1920s. The architecture in the city is closely linked to the Art Deco movement of 
the 1920s and 1930s, but also relies on Moroccan and Arabic detailing in the form of tiles, geometric motifs and green glazed roof tiles and traditional colours.”

"I grew to love the combination of colour and 
geometric patterns when I moved into 

    interiors and architectural photography"
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